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Thisincredibly useful volume offers an introduction to the history of literary
criticism and theory from ancient Greece to the present. Grounded in the close
reading of landmark theoretical texts, while seeking to encourage the reader's
critical response, Pelagia Goulimari examines:

- major thinkers and critics from Plato and Aristotle to Foucault, Derrida,
Kristeva, Said and Butler;

- key concepts, themes and schools in the history of literary theory: mimesis,
inspiration, reason and emotion, the self, the relation of literature to history,
society, culture and ethics, feminism, poststructuralism, postcolonialism, queer
theory;

- genres and movements in literary history: epic, tragedy, comedy, the novel;
Romanticism, realism, modernism and postmodernism.

Historical connections between theorists and theories are traced and the book is
generously cross-referenced. With useful features such as key-point conclusions,
further reading sections, descriptive text boxes, detailed headings, and with a
comprehensive index, this book isthe ideal introduction to anyone approaching
literary theory for the first time or unfamiliar with the scope of its history.
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Thisincredibly useful volume offers an introduction to the history of literary criticism and theory from
ancient Greece to the present. Grounded in the close reading of landmark theoretical texts, while seeking to
encourage the reader's critical response, Pelagia Goulimari examines:

- major thinkers and critics from Plato and Aristotle to Foucault, Derrida, Kristeva, Said and Bultler;

- key concepts, themes and schoolsin the history of literary theory: mimesis, inspiration, reason and
emotion, the self, the relation of literature to history, society, culture and ethics, feminism,
poststructuralism, postcolonialism, queer theory;

- genres and movements in literary history: epic, tragedy, comedy, the novel; Romanticism, realism,
modernism and postmodernism.

Historical connections between theorists and theories are traced and the book is generously cross-referenced.
With useful features such as key-point conclusions, further reading sections, descriptive text boxes, detailed
headings, and with a comprehensive index, this book is the ideal introduction to anyone approaching literary
theory for the first time or unfamiliar with the scope of its history.
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Editorial Review
Review

" Pelagia Goulimari sets a new standard for reading theory in context, introducing and summarizing
theories and theorists without being reductive, contextualizing the broad intellectual and aesthetic
movements from which theory emer ges, while constantly keeping the focus on deep literary critical
understanding. The critical readings are wonder fully fresh and insightful, with constant illumination
of the theory through referenceto literary author s such as Beckett, Woolf, and Morrison. Thistruly is
afresh and lively reading of the theor etical scene, offering inspirational insight for beginnersand

mor e experienced criticsalike." Richard Lane, Vancouver Island University, Canada

"Incredibly useful, and a miracle of concision. A one volume account of over 2500 years of literary
criticism that managesto be both infor mative and readable. | will recommend it to all my students.”
John McGowan, University of North Carolina, USA, co-editor of the Norton Anthology of Theory and
Criticism

" Amongst the many texts seeking to introduce readersto literary theory, Pelagia Goulimari’s Literary
Criticism and Theory stands out for its careful and patient reading of critical texts, admirably weaving
together older and morerecent traditionsin a way that helps make coherent sense of the lines of
filiation that run through Western and postcolonial under standings of theliterary." John Frow,
University of Sydney, AUS

About the Author

Pelagia Goulimari isamember of the English Faculty of the University of Oxford, where she lectures on
literary theory, and aformer convenor of Oxford' s graduate programme in Women's Studies. Sheis general
editor of Angelaki: Journal of the Theoretical Humanities. Her publications include Postmoder nism: What
Moment? (2007) and Toni Morrison (2009).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Evelina L ewis:

Within other case, little people like to read book Literary Criticism and Theory: From Plato to
Postcolonialism. Y ou can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we know about
how isimportant some sort of book Literary Criticism and Theory: From Plato to Postcolonialism. Y ou can
add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book
you can realize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching
by internet unit. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's learn.



Peter Mullins:

The book untitled Literary Criticism and Theory: From Plato to Postcolonialism contain alot of information
on theidea The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy method. The language is very straightforward
all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous
author. The author gives you in the new period of literary works. Y ou can actually read this book because
you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime.
In asituation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also order it.
Have anice learn.

Esther Belote:

In this eraglobalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. Y ou can
see that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for you is
Literary Criticism and Theory: From Plato to Postcolonialism this e-book consist alot of the information
from the condition of thisworld now. This particular book was represented so why is the world has grown
up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis
when he makes this book. That's why this book ideal all of you.

Raul Warren:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Literary Criticism and
Theory: From Plato to Postcolonialism which is getting the e-book version. So, try out this book? Let's
view.
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