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Jazz has been associated with crime and immorality since early forms of the
music were heard in the brothels of New Orleans and the gangster-owned clubs
of the 1920s. This association encouraged the use of jazz in film noir, agenre
preoccupied with tales of anxiety and urban decay, which flourished in American
cinema during the postwar period. Y et, although the extent and nature of this
collaboration has often been aluded to, it has rarely been examined in detail.
Making significant use of archival sources and documentation, Jazz Noir seeks to
correct this oversight, placing the films discussed in their proper historical
context and utilizing an interdisciplinary approach that gives equal weight to the
films?including such notables as Phantom Lady, | Want to Live!, and Taxi
Driver?and to the indelible music that accompanied them.

In so doing, it corrects a great many misunderstandings about this complex,
ideologically tinged relationship. Television noirs of the 1950s and 1960s, as
well as the cinematic neo-noirs of the 1990s, have used jazz and jazz-flavored
music extensively, thus giving rise to the misconception that the genre and the
musical style were always intertwined. But as author David Butler reveals, it was
only when modern jazz had a number of prominent white exponents that it
gained any kind of exposure in Hollywood cinema, and even then such exposure
was limited. Nevertheless, the broad range of jazz styles was well suited to the
broad range of films noir, and the historical approach Butler takes gives due
weight to such considerations. The film noir of the 1940s are as different from
the film noir of the 1950s as the jazz of the 1940sis from the jazz of the 1950s,
and Jazz Noir provides a unique and valuable study of arich aesthetic synergy.
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Jazz has been associated with crime and immorality since early forms of the music were heard in the brothels
of New Orleans and the gangster-owned clubs of the 1920s. This association encouraged the use of jazz in
film noir, a genre preoccupied with tales of anxiety and urban decay, which flourished in American cinema
during the postwar period. Y et, although the extent and nature of this collaboration has often been alluded to,
it has rarely been examined in detail. Making significant use of archival sources and documentation, Jazz
Noir seeks to correct this oversight, placing the films discussed in their proper historical context and utilizing
an interdisciplinary approach that gives equal weight to the films?including such notables as Phantom Lady,

| Want to Live!, and Taxi Driver?and to the indelible music that accompanied them.

In so doing, it corrects a great many misunderstandings about this complex, ideologically tinged relationship.
Television noirs of the 1950s and 1960s, as well as the cinematic neo-noirs of the 1990s, have used jazz and
jazz-flavored music extensively, thus giving rise to the misconception that the genre and the musical style
were always intertwined. But as author David Butler reveals, it was only when modern jazz had a number of
prominent white exponents that it gained any kind of exposure in Hollywood cinema, and even then such
exposure was limited. Nevertheless, the broad range of jazz styles was well suited to the broad range of films
noir, and the historical approach Butler takes gives due weight to such considerations. The film noir of the
1940s are as different from the film noir of the 1950s as the jazz of the 1940s is from the jazz of the 1950s,
and Jazz Noir provides a unique and valuable study of arich aesthetic synergy.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Thisis awelcome study of the various conjunctions of jazz and film noir. Butler both sees and hears well,
and his cogent descriptions are convincing. He does not just round up the usual suspects but treats a number
of filmsless often discussed by either film or music scholars and critics. He puts his topic in context,
discussing racism in Hollywood and the narrowness of Hollywood executives conceptualization of jazz and
jazz musicians. Butler buttresses his work with ample citations of internal studio memos and scholarly
references...thisisalovely and informative study, recommended for anyone interested either in film or jazz,
from the general reader to the specialist."-CHOICE
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and his cogent descriptions are convincing. He does not just round up the usual suspects but treats a number
of films less often discussed by either film or music scholars and critics. He puts his topic in context,
discussing racism in Hollywood and the narrowness of Hollywood executives conceptualization of jazz and
jazz musicians. Butler buttresses his work with ample citations of internal studio memos and scholarly
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Freddie Patton:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y eah,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take awander, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Jazz
Noir: Listening to Music from Phantom Lady to The Last Seduction? Maybe it is to be best activity for you.
Y ou understand beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Kyle Raya:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for
awhileisreading. Yeah, by reading abook your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you thiskind of Jazz Noir:
Listening to Music from Phantom Lady to The Last Seduction book as beginning and daily reading e-book.



Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Millicent Doty:

This book untitled Jazz Noir: Listening to Music from Phantom Lady to The Last Seduction to be one of
several books which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get alot of
benefit onit. You will easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The
publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can
read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your
list.

Bernard Walker:

Exactly why? Because this Jazz Noir: Listening to Music from Phantom Lady to The Last Seduction isan
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you
with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
completely. So, it isgood for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you alot of benefits than the other book get such as help improving your skill
and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold up having that book? If | ended up you | will go to
the book store hurriedly.
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