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Large-scale population transfers are immensely disruptive. Interestingly, though,
their legal status has shifted considerably over time. In this book, Umut Özsu
situates population transfer within the broader history of international law by
examining its emergence as a legally formalized mechanism of nation-building in
the early twentieth century. The book's principal focus is the 1922-34
compulsory exchange of minorities between Greece and Turkey, a crucially
important endeavor whose legal dimensions remain under-scrutinized. Drawing
upon historical sociology and economic history in addition to positive
international law, the book interrogates received assumptions about international
law's history by exploring the 'semi-peripheral' context within which legally
formalized population transfers came to arise.

Supported by the League of Nations, the 1922-34 population exchange
reconfigured the demographic composition of Greece and Turkey with the aim of
stabilizing a region that was regarded neither as European nor as non-European.
The scope and ambition of the undertaking was staggering: over one million were
expelled from Turkey, and over a quarter of a million were expelled from
Greece. The book begins by assessing minority protection's development into an
instrument of intra-European governance during the course of the nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries. It then shows how population transfer emerged in the
1910s and 1920s as a radical alternative to minority protection in Anatolia and
the Balkans, focusing in particular on the 1922-3 Conference of Lausanne, at
which a peace settlement formalizing the compulsory Greek-Turkish exchange
was concluded. Finally, it analyses the Permanent Court of International Justice's
1925 advisory opinion in Exchange of Greek and Turkish Populations,
contextualizing it in the wide-ranging debates concerning humanitarianism and
internationalism that pervaded much of the exchange process.
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Large-scale population transfers are immensely disruptive. Interestingly, though, their legal status has shifted
considerably over time. In this book, Umut Özsu situates population transfer within the broader history of
international law by examining its emergence as a legally formalized mechanism of nation-building in the
early twentieth century. The book's principal focus is the 1922-34 compulsory exchange of minorities
between Greece and Turkey, a crucially important endeavor whose legal dimensions remain under-
scrutinized. Drawing upon historical sociology and economic history in addition to positive international
law, the book interrogates received assumptions about international law's history by exploring the 'semi-
peripheral' context within which legally formalized population transfers came to arise.

Supported by the League of Nations, the 1922-34 population exchange reconfigured the demographic
composition of Greece and Turkey with the aim of stabilizing a region that was regarded neither as European
nor as non-European. The scope and ambition of the undertaking was staggering: over one million were
expelled from Turkey, and over a quarter of a million were expelled from Greece. The book begins by
assessing minority protection's development into an instrument of intra-European governance during the
course of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. It then shows how population transfer emerged in the
1910s and 1920s as a radical alternative to minority protection in Anatolia and the Balkans, focusing in
particular on the 1922-3 Conference of Lausanne, at which a peace settlement formalizing the compulsory
Greek-Turkish exchange was concluded. Finally, it analyses the Permanent Court of International Justice's
1925 advisory opinion in Exchange of Greek and Turkish Populations, contextualizing it in the wide-ranging
debates concerning humanitarianism and internationalism that pervaded much of the exchange process.
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Editorial Review

Review
The author is extremely effective in relating the legal and diplomatic side of this fascinating story ... It sheds
a great deal of light on a murky corner of international legal history which deserves to be much better
known. For this, we are greatly in the authors debt. Stephen C. Neff, International Journal of Constitutional
Law In Formalizing Displacement, Umut Ozsu provides a new and engaging analysis of the role of
international law in the interwar Greek-Turkish population exchanges. Against interpretations that present
the exchange of minorities as a sui generis development, Ozsu situates it within the longue duree of Ottoman
disintegration and traces its roots to antecedent forced migrations in the Balkans and Asia Minor. Rich
historical detail provides the context within which Ozsu analyses the role of international law, legal
institutions and lawyers in engineering the compulsory exchange ... Rich in detail and trenchant analysis,
Formalizing Displacement is an important and welcome new work. Tor Krever, London School of
Economics and Assistant Editor of the London Review of International Law (OUP)

About the Author

Umut Özsu, Assistant Professor of Law, University of Manitoba

Umut Özsu is an Assistant Professor of Law at the University of Manitoba. His research interests lie
principally in public international law, the history and theory of international law, and socio-legal studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Maria Hernandez:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Formalizing
Displacement: International Law and Population Transfers (The History and Theory of International Law)?
Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different
opinion?

Jenny Davis:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Formalizing Displacement:
International Law and Population Transfers (The History and Theory of International Law), you may enjoy
both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its
mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.



Louis McCarthy:

The book untitled Formalizing Displacement: International Law and Population Transfers (The History and
Theory of International Law) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your ex idea with
easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to
read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary
works. You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or model, so you
can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start
their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Jose Banks:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books
in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Formalizing Displacement: International Law and
Population Transfers (The History and Theory of International Law). This book that is certainly qualified as
The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking right up and review this
publication you can get many advantages.
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