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This book provides the fullest account ever published of the external influences
on English during the first thousand years of its formation. In doing so it makes
profound contributions to the history of English and of western culture more
generally.

English is a Germanic language but altogether different from the other languages
of that family. Professor Miller shows how and why the Anglo-Saxons began to
borrow and adapt words from Latin and Greek. He provides detailed case studies
of the processes by which several hundred of them entered English. He also
considers why several centuries later the process of importation was renewed and
accelerated. He describes the effects of English contacts with the Celts, Vikings,
and French, and the ways in which these altered the language's morphol ogical
and syntactic structure. He shows how loanwords from French, for example, not
only increased the richness of English derivation but resulted in a complex
competition between native and borrowed suffixes.

Gary Miller combines historical, cultural, and linguistic perspectives. His

scholarly, readable, and always fascinating account will be of enduring value to
everyone interested in the history of English.
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This book provides the fullest account ever published of the external influences on English during the first
thousand years of its formation. In doing so it makes profound contributions to the history of English and of
western culture more generally.

English is a Germanic language but altogether different from the other languages of that family. Professor
Miller shows how and why the Anglo-Saxons began to borrow and adapt words from Latin and Greek. He
provides detailed case studies of the processes by which several hundred of them entered English. He a'so
considers why severa centuries later the process of importation was renewed and accelerated. He describes
the effects of English contacts with the Celts, Vikings, and French, and the ways in which these altered the
language's morphological and syntactic structure. He shows how loanwords from French, for example, not
only increased the richness of English derivation but resulted in a complex competition between native and
borrowed suffixes.

Gary Miller combines historical, cultural, and linguistic perspectives. His scholarly, readable, and always
fascinating account will be of enduring value to everyone interested in the history of English.
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Editorial Review

Review

arefreshing exception among works on the history of English ... Milleras book is a welcome addition to
genera accounts of the history and development of English. Markku Filppula, English Studies In my view,
thisis an exciting and important book which lives up thoroughly to the publishers blurb: scholarly, readable,
and always fascinating. | can recommend it wholeheartedly to teachers and advanced postgraduates, and also
for researchers looking for a handy authoritative account of early language-contact in English Jeremy Smith,
University of Glasgow

About the Author

Gary Miller is Professor Emeritus of Linguistics and Classics at the University of Florida. He received his
PhD from Harvard in 1969, with a dissertation on Sudies in Some Forms of the Genitive Sngular in Indo-
European. He is the author of some 45 articles on Indo-European, classical, and general linguistics. His
books include Homer and the lonian Epic Tradition (1982), Improvisation, Typology, Culture, and "The New
Orthodoxy': How 'Oral' is Homer? (1982), Complex Verb Formation (1993), Ancient Scripts and
Phonological Knowledge (1994), Nonfinite Structures in Theory and Change (OUP 2002), Latin Suffixal
Derivatives in English (OUP 2005), and Language Change and Linguistic Theory (2 vols, OUP 2010).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Concepcion Maldonado:

The book External Influences on English: From its Beginnings to the Renaissance (Oxford Linguistics) give
you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize to make your capable considerably more
increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem together with
your subject. If you can make examining a book External Influences on English: From its Beginnings to the
Renaissance (Oxford Linguistics) being your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or al subjects. Y ou can know everything if you like
start and read a publication External Influences on English: From its Beginnings to the Renaissance (Oxford
Linguistics). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So,
how do you think about this guide?

IrmaHughes:

Here thing why this particular External Influences on English: From its Beginnings to the Renaissance
(Oxford Linguistics) are different and reliable to be yours. First of al studying a book is good however it
depends in the content than it which isthe content is as delightful as food or not. External Influences on
English: From its Beginnings to the Renaissance (Oxford Linguistics) giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no publication that similar with External
Influences on English: From its Beginnings to the Renaissance (Oxford Linguistics). It gives you thrill
reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world



which is perhaps can be happened around you. Y ou can bring everywhere like in park, café, or evenin your
way home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
External Influences on English: From its Beginnings to the Renaissance (Oxford Linguistics) in e-book can
be your choice.

Denise Wallis;

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this External Influences on English:
From its Beginnings to the Renaissance (Oxford Linguistics) book written by well-known writer who knows
well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written inside good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
uncertainty External Influences on English: From its Beginnings to the Renaissance (Oxford Linguistics) as
good book not only by the cover but also with the content. Thisis one reserve that can break don't judge
book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!”? Oh come on your
examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Harold Karr:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might haveitin e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This External Influences on English: From its Beginningsto the
Renaissance (Oxford Linguistics) can give you alot of good friends because by you taking alook at this one
book you have factor that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. That book can be one
of astep for you to get success. This book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Externa
Influences on English: From its Beginnings to the Renaissance (Oxford Linguistics).
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