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Deficit thinking is a pseudoscience founded on racial and class bias. It "blames
the victim" for school failure instead of examining how schools are structured to
prevent poor students and students of color from learning. Dismantling
Contemporary Deficit Thinking provides comprehensive critiques and anti-deficit
thinking alternatives to this oppressive theory by framing the linkages between
prevailing theoretical perspectives and contemporary practices within the
complex historical development of deficit thinking.

Dismantling Contemporary Deficit Thinking examines the ongoing social
construction of deficit thinking in three aspects of current discourse — the genetic
pathology model, the culture of poverty model, and the "at-risk" model in which
poor students, students of color, and their families are pathol ogized and
marginalized. Richard R. Valencia challenges these three contemporary
components of the deficit thinking theory by providing incisive critiques and
discussing competing explanations for the pervasive school failure of many
students in the nation’ s public schools. Valencia also discusses a number of
proactive, anti-deficit thinking suggestions from the fields of teacher education,
educational leadership, and educational ethnography that are intended to provide
amore equitable and democratic schooling for all students.
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instead of examining how schools are structured to prevent poor students and students of color from learning.
Dismantling Contemporary Deficit Thinking provides comprehensive critiques and anti-deficit thinking
aternatives to this oppressive theory by framing the linkages between prevailing theoretical perspectives and
contemporary practices within the complex historical development of deficit thinking.

Dismantling Contemporary Deficit Thinking examines the ongoing social construction of deficit thinking in
three aspects of current discourse — the genetic pathology model, the culture of poverty model, and the "at-
risk" model in which poor students, students of color, and their families are pathol ogized and marginalized.
Richard R. Valencia challenges these three contemporary components of the deficit thinking theory by
providing incisive critiques and discussing competing explanations for the pervasive school failure of many
students in the nation’ s public schools. Valencia also discusses a number of proactive, anti-deficit thinking
suggestions from the fields of teacher education, educational |eadership, and educational ethnography that
are intended to provide a more equitable and democratic schooling for al students.
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Richard R. Valencia is Professor of Educational Psychology and Faculty Associate of the Center for
Mexican American Studies at The University of Texas, Austin.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mildred Ralph:

The particular book Dismantling Contemporary Deficit Thinking: Educational Thought and Practice (Critical
Educator (Paperback)) will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate
the ideais very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The book
Dismantling Contemporary Deficit Thinking: Educational Thought and Practice (Critical Educator
(Paperback)) is much recommended to you to study. Y ou can aso get the e-book from your official web site,
SO you can easier to read the book.

Willie M cCall:

Playing with family in avery park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friendsis thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Dismantling
Contemporary Deficit Thinking: Educational Thought and Practice (Critical Educator (Paperback)), it is
possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to missit? What kind of hang typeisit?
Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

LoisWiggins:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You will see that now, alot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Often the book that



recommended for you is Dismantling Contemporary Deficit Thinking: Educational Thought and Practice
(Critical Educator (Paperback)) this reserve consist alot of the information in the condition of thisworld
now. This particular book was represented how does the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that
writer make usage of to explainit is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when
he makes this book. That iswhy this book ideal all of you.

Jamila Coles:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside having friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, yathink reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Dismantling Contemporary Deficit
Thinking: Educational Thought and Practice (Critical Educator (Paperback)) which is getting the e-book
version. So, why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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