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Breaking Bad: Critical Essays on the Contexts, Politics, Style, and Reception of
the Television Series, edited by David P. Pierson, explores the contexts, politics,
and style of AMC's original series Breaking Bad. The book's first section locates
and addresses the series from several contemporary social contexts, including
neo-liberalism, its discourses and policies, the cultural obsession with the
economy of time and its manipulation, and the epistemological principles and
assumptions of Walter White's criminal alias Heisenberg. Section two
investigates how the series characterizes and intersects with current cultural
politics, such as male angst and the re-emergence of hegemonic masculinity, the
complex portrayal of Latinos, and the depiction of physical and mental
impairment and disability. The final section takes a close look at the series'
distinctive visual, aural, and narrative stylistics. Under examination are Breaking
Bad's unique visual style whereby image dominates sound, the distinct role and
use of beginning teaser segments to disorient and enlighten audiences, the
representation of geographic space and place, the position of narrative songs to
complicate viewer identification, and the integral part that emotions play as a
form of dramatic action in the series.
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Breaking Bad: Critical Essays on the Contexts, Politics, Style, and Reception of the Television Series, edited
by David P. Pierson, explores the contexts, politics, and style of AMC's original series Breaking Bad. The
book's first section locates and addresses the series from several contemporary social contexts, including
neo-liberalism, its discourses and policies, the cultural obsession with the economy of time and its
manipulation, and the epistemological principles and assumptions of Walter White's criminal alias
Heisenberg. Section two investigates how the series characterizes and intersects with current cultural politics,
such as male angst and the re-emergence of hegemonic masculinity, the complex portrayal of Latinos, and
the depiction of physical and mental impairment and disability. The final section takes a close look at the
series' distinctive visual, aural, and narrative stylistics. Under examination are Breaking Bad's unique visual
style whereby image dominates sound, the distinct role and use of beginning teaser segments to disorient and
enlighten audiences, the representation of geographic space and place, the position of narrative songs to
complicate viewer identification, and the integral part that emotions play as a form of dramatic action in the
series.
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Editorial Review

Review
This is a very good collection. (Media Report)

The book is useful for students and researchers interested in Breaking Bad and provides an excellent reading
list for courses that analyze the series. Interdisciplinary in scope, the essays approach Breaking Bad from
political economy, cultural, and aesthetic perspectives. . . .Pierson’s anthology is a valuable first step in
critical evaluations of Breaking Bad. The book’s central strength is its interdisciplinary approach. . . .Pierson
compiles a useful and thought-provoking collection in this anthology. Just as The Sopranos provoked
substantial media scholarship about American culture, Breaking Bad will certainly inspire a wealth of
academic work for students and researchers alike. Pierson’s contribution is an admirable start. (Critical
Studies in Media Communication)

About the Author
David Pierson is an associate professor of media studies and chair of the Department of Communication and
Media Studies at the University of Southern Maine.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angela Gagne:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Breaking Bad: Critical Essays on the Contexts, Politics,
Style, and Reception of the Television Series. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a
book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book Breaking Bad: Critical Essays on the
Contexts, Politics, Style, and Reception of the Television Series. You can add expertise and of course you
can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From
your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing
you could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called
e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Bryan Perry:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
are ride on and with addition info. Even you love Breaking Bad: Critical Essays on the Contexts, Politics,
Style, and Reception of the Television Series, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still
don't understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.



Tonette Land:

Reading a book being new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Breaking Bad: Critical Essays on the Contexts, Politics, Style, and Reception of the Television Series will
give you new experience in examining a book.

Robert Hansen:

Many people spending their period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Breaking Bad: Critical Essays on
the Contexts, Politics, Style, and Reception of the Television Series which is getting the e-book version. So ,
why not try out this book? Let's see.
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