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German rabbi, scholar, and theologian Abraham Geiger (1810–1874) is
recognized as the principal leader of the Reform movement in German Judaism.
In his new work, Ken Koltun-Fromm argues that for Geiger personal meaning in
religion—rather than rote ritual practice or acceptance of dogma—was the key to
religion’s moral authority. In five chapters, the book explores issues central to
Geiger’s work that speak to contemporary Jewish practice—historical memory,
biblical interpretation, ritual and gender practices, rabbinic authority, and Jewish
education. This is essential reading for scholars, rabbis, rabbinical students, and
informed Jewish readers interested in Conservative and Reform Judaism.

Published with the generous support of the Lucius N. Littauer Foundation.
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German rabbi, scholar, and theologian Abraham Geiger (1810–1874) is recognized as the principal leader of
the Reform movement in German Judaism. In his new work, Ken Koltun-Fromm argues that for Geiger
personal meaning in religion—rather than rote ritual practice or acceptance of dogma—was the key to
religion’s moral authority. In five chapters, the book explores issues central to Geiger’s work that speak to
contemporary Jewish practice—historical memory, biblical interpretation, ritual and gender practices,
rabbinic authority, and Jewish education. This is essential reading for scholars, rabbis, rabbinical students,
and informed Jewish readers interested in Conservative and Reform Judaism.
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Editorial Review

Review

"... Koltun—Fromm (Haverford) convincingly articulates the heart of Geiger's theology.... [He] argues that,
despite certain blind spots in his thinking, Geiger's consistent understanding of personal authority in his
writings on hermeneutics, Jewish worship and ritual, rabbinical leadership, and religious education is a
potent resource for 21st—century Jews.... Recommended." —Choice

(Choice)

About the Author

Ken Koltun-Fromm is Associate Professor of Religion at Haverford College and author of Moses Hess and
Modern Jewish Identity (IUP, 2001), winner of the Koret Jewish Book Award for Philosophy and Thought.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Melvin Loch:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a e-book you will get new information because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Abraham
Geiger's Liberal Judaism: Personal Meaning and Religious Authority (Jewish Literature and Culture), you
may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire different
ones, make them reading a publication.

Jacob Keys:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book
you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon.
The Abraham Geiger's Liberal Judaism: Personal Meaning and Religious Authority (Jewish Literature and
Culture) provide you with a new experience in reading a book.



Annetta Doucette:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is Abraham Geiger's Liberal Judaism: Personal Meaning and Religious
Authority (Jewish Literature and Culture) this publication consist a lot of the information with the condition
of this world now. This book was represented how do the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that
writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes this
book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Joan Stump:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Abraham Geiger's Liberal Judaism: Personal
Meaning and Religious Authority (Jewish Literature and Culture) can be the respond to, oh how comes? A
fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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