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 Comprehensive and balanced, this classic exploration of the history of the
English language combines internal linguistic history and external cultural
history—from the Middle Ages to the present. Emphasis is on the political, social
and cultural forces that affect language.   Reflects the latest trends and statistics
of the last ten years in a revised and updated chapter 1, English Present and
Future. Provides a new section on Gender Issues and Linguistic Change in
Chapter 10. Includes a thorough revision of Chapter 11, The English Language in
America, including updated material on African American Vernacular English.
Discusses Black English and varieties of English in Africa and Asia, as well as
varieties in the United States, Australia, and Canada. Includes a map of American
dialects. Provides examples of twentieth-century vocabulary.   For multilingual
readers or anyone who wishes to develop a well-rounded understanding of
present-day English.
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Editorial Review

Review
'A scholarly book that is a model of clarity and quite the best history of English obtainable in one
volume.' - The Irish Times

From the Publisher
A classic comprehensive and balanced exploration of the history of the English language -- from the Middle
Ages to the present -- that combines internal linguistic history and external cultural history.

From the Back Cover

Comprehensive and balanced, this classic exploration of the history of the English language combines
internal linguistic history and external cultural history-from the Middle Ages to the present. This market-
leading text encourages readers to develop both an understanding of present-day English and an enlightened
attitude toward questions affecting the language today.

Features in the New Edition include:

A thoroughly revised and updated Chapter 1, English Present and Future, reflecting the latest trends and●

statistics of the last ten years
A new section in Chapter 10, Gender Issues and Linguistic Change, providing a balanced and current●

perspective on an important social topic
Thorough revision of Chapter 11, The English Language in America, with updated material on African●

American Vernacular English

The traditional strengths of the text remain, including:

An emphasis on the political, social, and cultural forces that affect language●

The use of traditional phonetic notation to help pronunciation●

A map of American dialects and examples of twentieth-century vocabulary demonstrating differences in●

American English and comparisons of current English to earlier versions

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Dominick Carter:

Here thing why this specific A History of the English Language, Fifth Edition are different and trusted to be
yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as delicious as food or not. A History of the English Language, Fifth Edition giving you
information deeper and in different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar
with A History of the English Language, Fifth Edition. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
own personal eyes about the thing which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around
you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your technique home by train. For
anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of A History of the English



Language, Fifth Edition in e-book can be your choice.

Mary Fleeman:

Typically the book A History of the English Language, Fifth Edition will bring someone to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book A History of the English Language, Fifth
Edition is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you
can more easily to read the book.

Bertram Staten:

Is it anyone who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This A History of the English Language, Fifth Edition
can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out of date, spending your time by
reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Christina Pena:

A lot of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book A History of the English Language, Fifth
Edition to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing
when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the
impression about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a book and study
it. Beside that the publication A History of the English Language, Fifth Edition can to be your friend when
you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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